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Shropshire novels of Mary Webb or the East
Anglian novels of R. H. Mottram. Yet the bulk
of the "London" novels, which the provincials
accept as we accept the rural, have been written
by immigrants. The outstanding novelist of
London life came from Portsea. Thackeray
came from India, but came at so early an age
that perhaps one may stretch a point and allow
him as a Londoner. But one cannot make this
allowance to the others who have been identified
with the interpretation of London and London
life: they did not settle in town until early man-
hood. We have Walter Besant, from Portsmouth;
George Gissing, from Wakefield; Arnold Ben-
nett, from the Potteries; Jerome K. Jerome,
from Walsall; Pett Ridge, from Kent; Michael
Arlen, from Lancashire; J. B. Priestley, from
Yorkshire; Thomas Moult, from Derbyshire,
All of them accepted as "London" novelists.
To-day we have among us only one "London"
novelist who is a Londoner. That is Mr, Frank
Swinnerton.
How this has happened ^1 do not know, for
London is not without its great names in litera-
ture. But they have turned, oddfy enough, not
to the novel, but to poetry* And even in poetry
they have used none of the swarming themes
which London life affords. There seems to have
been a mutual change-over. The country people
rushed into London to write novels about